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Enjoy this Bible story again in The Big Bible Storybook, available from
 SPCK as 

a hardback, paperback or audio book. It is full of great Bible stories, told 
especially for young children, and features all your favourite Bible Friends.

9 Living in the 
desert
The people of Israel w

ere 
travelling across a hot, dusty 
desert to the new

 hom
e G

od had 
prom

ised them
. “W

e’re hungry,” 
everybody com

plained to M
oses. 

“O
ur tum

m
ies are rum

bling. If w
e 

don’t get som
e food soon, w

e w
ill 

all die. W
e alw

ays had enough to 
eat in Egypt.”

“The people are unhappy,” M
oses 

told G
od.

“I w
ill m

ake sure they have 
enough to eat,” G

od prom
ised. “In 

the m
ornings, they w

ill find food 
on the ground. Tell everybody 
to collect som

e and eat it. In the 
evenings, I w

ill send som
e birds 

they can cook for supper.” 

“G
od w

ill provide everything w
e 

need,” M
oses told the people.

In the m
ornings, the ground w

as 
covered w

ith w
hite flakes. They 

tasted like honey biscuits. 

“M
m

m
, delicious,” everyone said.

In the evenings, G
od sent m

eat for 
supper. That w

as good, too. G
od 

alw
ays provided enough food and 

w
ater.

Exodus 16:1 – 17:7

11 M
oses m

eets G
od

Being the leader of the people of 
Israel w

as an im
portant job. There 

w
ere tim

es w
hen M

oses w
anted to 

ask G
od about w

hat he should do.

Everybody knew
 w

hen M
oses w

as 
talking to G

od. H
e alw

ays w
ent into 

his special tent and a thick cloud 
covered the door. Then, G

od talked 
to his friend, M

oses.

“I w
ill alw

ays be w
ith you,” G

od 
prom

ised, “w
herever you go.”

O
ne day M

oses asked him
, 

“Please could I see w
hat you look 

like?”

“Yes, you m
ay see m

e, but you 
cannot see m

y face,” G
od told him

. 
“M

eet m
e at the top of the big 

m
ountain tom

orrow
 m

orning.” Then 
G

od cam
e and stood  

next to M
oses. “I am

 G
od,”  

he said. “You can alw
ays  

trust m
e.”

M
oses felt so happy he had m

et 
G

od. It w
as w

onderful.

“You are so great and special,” 
M

oses said. “Please prom
ise that 

you w
ill stay w

ith us w
herever w

e 
go.”

Exodus 33:7–23; 34:1–9,29–35

Storyteller B
ob 

H
artm

an offers these 
storytelling tips:
“Thinking about a story – w

hat 
it m

eans and how
 it w

orks 
–

is just as im
portant as any

technique you m
ight use to

tell it. A
ll stories function in

essentially the sam
e w

ay. I
usually start by boiling the
story dow

n to its basics, so I
can take a good look at it.

“Every story has one central 
problem

. A
nd because it 

is the problem
 that drives 

the story – that m
akes the 

listener w
ant to get to the 

end and discover how
 that 

problem
 is resolved – it is vital 

that the teller understands 
w

hat that problem
 is. The 

problem
 needs to be stated 

early and then used to build the 
tension throughout the story.”

U
se these stories w

ith 
Bubbles Sheets 9–12.

M
oses

the leader

BonusC

12 A
 place to 

w
orship G

od
G

od said, “M
oses, I w

ant m
y 

people to m
ake a special tent 

w
here they can com

e to w
orship 

m
e. A

sk the people for everything 
you need and I w

ill show
 you 

w
hat to do.”

So M
oses asked the people, 

“Com
e and bring gifts to m

ake 
a special place to w

orship G
od. 

Bring your rings and bracelets; 
give your gold, silver and bronze 
m

etals. G
ive your best red, blue 

and purple w
ool; your w

ood and 
leather and finest cloth. Bring 
shiny stones, sw

eet spices and the 
best oils and perfum

es.”

The people brought all these gifts 
–

and m
ore!

G
od said, “Bezalel is very clever. 

H
e w

ill m
ake the special tent.”

So M
oses gave everything the 

people had brought to Bezalel. 
A

nd Bezalel did w
hat G

od told 
him

 to do. H
e m

ade 
a beautiful place to 
w

orship G
od.

Exodus 35:20 – 36:7; 
39:32 – 40:38

10 Rules from
 G

od
Som

ething very special w
as 

happening! There w
as thunder 

and lightning and the noise of 
trum

pets. Sm
oke covered the 

w
hole of the big m

ountain. The 
people of Israel stood at the 
bottom

 of the m
ountain and felt 

very frightened. The ground shook 
underneath their feet.

“M
oses, I w

ant to talk to you,” 
said G

od. So, M
oses clim

bed up 
the m

ountain.

“This is im
portant,” G

od told 
him

. “These are the rules I w
ant 

everyone to obey:

“A
lw

ays rem
em

ber that I am
 

very special. I am
 the only G

od 
there is. W

orship m
e, not anyone 

or anything else. Rem
em

ber 
one day a w

eek is a special day. 
U

se it to have a rest and to think 
about m

e. Love your parents. 
D

on’t hurt people, tell lies or steal 
things. I w

ant you to alw
ays love 

m
e and be kind to other people. 

N
ever forget these rules. They are 

im
portant.”

Exodus 19:16 – 20:17

G
od’s love goes 

on and on and on
In the Bible, take a look,

w
onderful w

ords in G
od’s ow

n 
book.

Praise the Lord! H
e is good!

H
is love goes on and on and on. 

Am
azing things are w

hat he does.
H

is love goes on and on and on. 
H

is people know
 how

 strong he is.
H

is love goes on and on and on. 
There’s no one quite as strong as 

G
od. 

H
is love goes on and on and on.

H
e m

ade the sky above our heads.
H

is love goes on and on and on.
H

e stretched the land across the 
sea.

H
is love goes on and on and on.

H
e m

ade the bright lights in the 
sky.

H
is love goes on and on and on.

H
e m

ade the sun to rule each day.
H

is love goes on and on and on.
The m

oon and stars to rule each 
night.

H
is love goes on and on and on.

In the Bible, take a look,
w

onderful w
ords 

in G
od’s ow

n book.

Based on 
Psalm

 
136:1–9
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